[Re-entry tachycardias: a fragment problem during physiologic heart stimulation].
In a prospective study, reentry tachycardias (RT) due to retrograde VA-conduction were sought in 30 patients after implantation of an atrial synchronous (VDD, DDD) pacemaker (PM) by frequent clinical controls and by 24-hour Holter monitoring. At least one RT was detected in 9/30 patients (in 5 during clinical control, in 4 on Holter monitoring only). 6 patients had symptoms due to RT (6 had palpitations, 1 complained of dizziness and 1 of ischemic heart pain). RTs were initiated by VPBs in 6 patients, by sinus bradycardia in 2 (VDD) and by magnet application in 1. Rates of RT varied from 100 bpm to 128 bpm. RT necessitated reprogramming of the PM in 5 patients (in 3 of them reprogramming to VVI-stimulation). RTs are thus a frequent complication after implantation of an atrial synchronous pacemaker.